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FREE LIBEAEIES AND NEWSROOMS. 



Fob many years the United Kingdom has possessed 
in its various divisions Libraries easy of access to men 
of taste and learning. Some few of these have been 
called Pbbe Libbabies ; that is to say, no money has 
been taken for admission to them, but usually some 
such introduction or recommendation has been required 
as has served as a barrier to the common people, and 
indeed to all but very earnest and persevering students. 
Other Libraries have been accessible on terms of sub- 
scription apparently suitable to all classes, but on an 
inquiry as to the number and condition of the persons 
using all the Literary Listitutions known, it was found 
that they formed but a marvellously small part of the 
population, and that the great mass of the people, who 
stood most in need of information, were not reached. 

Some men thought that there was nothing to be done 
in such a case but to leave ill alone,, especially as inter- 
ference meant expense. To others it appeared that 
wholesome reading and thought made much of the dif- 
ference between the brutish and mischievous, and the 
intelligent and useful of mankind; and that it might 
really be the truest thrift, as well as the noblest gene- 
rosity, to carry the pleasures of learning and the influ- 
ence of literature to those who did not care to come to 
them. It was thought to be not unlikely that what 
was spent on Free Libraries and Newsrooms might be 
saved in Workhouses and Gaols ; and so the experiment 

1^ 



2 FBEE LIBBABIES. 

was tried. The people had been mourned over and 
denounced for haunting this and that improper place 
for recreation— denounced and mourned over in vain— 
until it occurred to some one that perhaps it might be 
worth while to provide something pleasant and good as 
a counter-attraction. The jaded merchant, the harassed 
tradesman, and the tired student, usually have the 
grateful change of pleasant homes, the various resources 
of society, of art, of music, and the like ; tbe poorer 
classes, with similar capacity for pleaaure, have no such 
provision ; there are very seldom quiet rooms at home 
where they can read, even if they could get acceptable 
books. 

Attempts to found and support Pree Libraries by 
subscription have been made, but have met with little 
success. Such movements have had the brand of 
charity upon them, which has been to many an in. 
superable hindrance to their use. They have usually 
been sustained, too, by a party ; and the style of the books 
and periodicals provided has been too often eminently 
parochial. The clergy and gentry of the neighbourhood 
have kindly given such books of their own as they did 
not particularly care to keep, and with a few purchases 
of works " proper for working people,'* the Library has 
consisted of th^ " Life of Colonel Gardiner," Doddridge's 
" Bise and Progress," Alleine's " Alarm," the "Anxious 
Enquirer," the " Dairyman's Daughter," Pinnock's 
Catechisms, some volumes of the " Mother's Magazine," 
a few '^Annual Segisters," ^d a choice collection of 
funeral sermons. IN'ow, without for one moment dis- 
paraging the excellent works named, or the class of which 
they are typical, it is really no wonder that Libraries of 
the kind described, kept in some church or chapel schooU 
^ jpoom by an occasional Librarian, have not been largely 
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used. Let it be distinctly understood tbat no sneer is 
here intended at the kindly efforts which have been made 
to found Parish Libraries ; but their promoters have 
admitted that they have been used rather by the better 
class of their people, who, having books, etc., of their own, 
could have done very well without the Library, and have 
failed to attract, to any considerable extent, the persons 
for whom they were specially intended. 

There are some very noble traits in the character of the 
rough working Englishman. He cannot go to, nor use, 
any Newsroom or Library in connection with a church 
or chapel, without feeling that it pledges him more or 
less to being religious. Now the mass of labouring men 
are not what is caUed religious ; but they hold to an un- 
conscious paraphrase of religion in what they call fairness 
— to work fair, to speak fair, even to fight fair, is their 
version of righteousness ; and with all our faults, the 
last thing that occurs to a healthy Englishman is to play 
the hypocrite, or pretend to be religious for any purpose 
whatever. 

With the history of Eree Libraries, established by 
Corporations and supported by rates, the name of Wil- 
liam Ewart is inseparably connected. His motion in 
1848 for a Parliamentary Committee on Public Libraries 
led to an exposure of the deficiencies of this country, 
even as compared with others ; of the need for an ampler 
supply of books, and for easier access to the Libraries 
containing them. Much very curious and interesting 
information may be gathered from the Eeport issued by 
this Committee, and from the valuable History of Libra- 
ries, by Edwards. Eor our purpose at present, it is 
enough to say that Mr. Ewart followed up his .first suc- 
cess by obtaining the various Acts and Amendments on 
Libraries from 1850 to 1867. 
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To Manchestep belongs the honour of first adopting 
the Act, and to Manchester certainly credit is due 
for the most extended use and most thorough organ- 
ization of these Institutions. It should be stated in 
praise of her citizens that they have not only granted the 
full allowance of one penny in the pound of their rates, 
but have supplemented the same with magnificent gifts. 
At Liverpool even more handsome donations have been 
given, in addition to the rates; the costly structure 
which contains the Library and Museum being the pre- 
sent of one of her grateful sous. In Birmingham the 
Corporation has spent nearly thirty thousand pounds in 
building and furnishing, and spends four thousand per 
annum in maintaining her Libraries and Newsrooms. 
Here all seems to have been done by the Corporation 
alone. While the town is, and well may be, proud of 
these Institutions, either from lack of means or oppor- 
tunity none of the merchants or gentry seem to have 
helped in the work as in the other places named. 

There are also Pree Libraries at Airdrie, Blackburn, 
Bolton, Cambridge, Cardiff, Coventry, Dimdee, Leaming- 
ton, Norwich, Nottingham, Ojcford, Salford, SheflSeld, and 
Walsall. 

How are these Institutions worked ; and how are they 
used? 

THE NEWSEOOM. 

First, the Newsrooms. These are essential. They are 
the first step of the ladder. With the mass of men the 
practice of reading commences with the Newspaper and 
the Periodical. Now it is not fair to assume that the 
only purpose the Newsroom serves is to keep men posted 
up in the latest style of murder or the newest form of 
swmdhng. The various questions of the day — political, 
Bociad, and moral — are in the yarioua T^a^eT^ 4\!6<i\3a"&Qd by 
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able men from their different points of view ; and the 
reading of these articles must induce thought, tend to 
lessen conceit and ignorance, and lead to sound judg- 
ment. The opinion of a man of one newspaper — who . 
gets all his information from one side — is not worth 
much. 

Take a day in these Newsrooms. They open at 
nine in the morning ; by this time there is a crowd 
of men and lads round the doors — artizans, clerks, 
labourers, many of them out of employ, waiting to see 
the advertisements. The Newsroom either helps them 
to work or serves as a resource in the weary hours of 
waiting — a resource cheaper, and in other respects much 
better, than the tavern. At ten, with the London pa- 
pers, comes another class — tradesmen and persons of 
small income, to whom a pound or other subscription to 
a Newsroom would be out of the question, but who take 
the two or three shillings per annupi they pay in rates 
out in reading for themselves and families, which certainly 
does them no harm ; nay, they enrich themselves at very 
little cost, and yet leave abundant provision for poorer 
men behind ; for it should always be remembered in deal- 
ing with this matter, that the Library rate is not like 
the Poor Eate and some other taxes, illimitable : it cannot 
go beyond one penny in the pound, so that each rate- 
payer can estimate exactly what it will cost him, and 
judge whether the expense is serious enough to justify 
opposition to a movement that has resulted in benefit 
wherever it has been permitted. At mid-day the working 
men crowd in again, giving half the dinner hour to the 
mind. All day long the rooms are well used, and at 
night are crowded. Men who otherwise would confine 
their reading to the Police News, or murder made easy, 
and similar garbage, get the beat oC t\i^ CNsct^^^ \^!^js^st'^ 
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ture. The on© room in view is used by more than two 
thousand men daily ; multiply these rooms and the result 
is incalculable. The charm of the place is its absolute 
freedom. "While it is used most largely by the poorer 
classes, yet many of the prosperous are there as wdf. 
There is perfect equality, no favour, and no jealousy; 
and though used chiefly by the comparatively uneducated, 
the order and quietness of the place cannot be sur- 
passed. The Eoom is handsome, lofty, and well fur- 
nished. It is remarked that the men in corduroy are 
treated as gentlemen, and they behave as such. It is 
quite possible that a bam in a back-slum would not be 
so successful; if gin-palaces and the like are brilliant 
and handsome, why should the opposition be enamoured 

• of the dingy and the mean ? Provide your free News- 
room in a good thoroughfare, let it be its own invitation, 
keep it open till ten at night, and it will do more to dose 
objectionable places and break vicious habits than any 
number of police. * In providing the newspapers and 
periodicals, be liberal ; all, or as many of the following 
as you can afford, will be acceptable : — ^Daily — Timed, 
Pall Mall Gazette, Daily News, Standard, Daily Tele- 
graph, Morning Star; the Local Papers. Weekly — All 
the Tear Eound, Army and Navy Grazette, Athenseum, 
Australasian, Builder, Chambers's Journal, Civil Service 
Gazette, Dublin IVeeman, Economist, Engineer, Engi- 
neering, Examiner, Eun, Gardener's Chronicle, Harper's 
Weekly (American), Illustrated London News, Illustrated 
Times, London Seview, Mechanic's Magazine, Mining 
Journal, Notes and Queries, Once a Week, Punch, 
Public Opinion, Saturday Eeview, Scientific American, 
jScotsman, Spectator. Monthly — Annals of Natural 

Siatory, Argosy, Art Journal, "BVacV^oo^^ "^•a.^^iMaa^ 
British Controversialist, Broadway, C«^^^^i^^'^"a^^^^^X!ka1. 
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Comhill Magazine, Contemporary Eeview, Fortnightly 
Eeview, Eraser's Magazine, Gentleman's Magazine, Good 
Words, Leisure Hour, London Society, Macmillan's 
Magazine, People's Magazine, Philosophical Magazine, 
Saint Paul's, and the Student or Litellectual Ob- 
server. Quarterly — Journal of the Eoyal Agricul- 
tural Society of England, Anthropological Eeview 
and Journal of the Anthropological Society of London. 
British Quarterly Eeview, Dublin Eeviow, Edin- 
burgh Eeview, Quarterly Journal of the Geological 
Society, Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science, 
North British Eeview, Popular Science Eeview, Quar- 
terly Eeview, Journal of the Statistical Society of 
London, and Westminster Eeview. 

Beware, unless your funds are very ample, of in- 
troducing denominational papers. Tou^ may innocently 
commence with the Guardian, and find^ as the result, 
that the Eecord, the Church and State Eeview, the 
Watchman, the Wesleyan Times, and other repre- 
sentative papers will be required, even to the Mil- 
lennial Star and the Pot of Manna. It does not follow 
because you do not supply professedly religious papers 
that what you do supply is irreligious. We have now to 
a very large extent what Dr. Amoid said was the want 
of his day — not so much articles on religious subjects 
as articles on common subjects with a decidedly Christian 
tone. The periodical and newspaper literature of to-day 
is in this respect a great improvement on the past, and 
may fairly be rejoiced over. The Christianity that used 
to be confined to churches and conventicles now runs 
down our streets, and while it is none the worse for fresh 
air, the streets are all the better for its i^reaencA^ 
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THE LENDING LIBEAET. 

In the same Newsroom which we have been describing 
is carried on the Lending Library, "From ten in the 
morning till nine at night persons of all classes pass in 
and out to borrow, return, or exchange Books, the issue 
reaching a thousand volumes daily; a &ir proportion 
being Theology, Philosophy, History, Travel, Art, 
Science, to a majority of works in Poetry, Fiction, etc. 

Well, yes, Fiction, though all the statistics unduly ex- 
aggerate this feature ; for the mass of books in History, 
Art, etc., are in one volume, while the mass of novels are 
in three volumes ; so that the issue of one thousand works 
in Fiction appears by the side of the issue of one thou- 
sand others magnified to three times its real size. But 
taking it at its worst, is it so very serious, after all, that 
a man who works hard and has plenty of care should be 
privileged to forget it all for a few hours while on a 
journey with Swift to Lilliput, with Kingsley Westward 
Ho ! with the Dodd Family Abroad, with Thackeray, or 
in Dickens-land P If the Library did nothing else than 
give an occasional hour of relief and pleasure to 
those who have but little of it, it would have done a 
good work. But it "does much more than this. — The 
highest class of reading is well in demand ; Chaucer, 
Spenser, Shakespeare, Milton, Locke, Newton, Jeremy 
Taylor, Dugald Stewart, Bobert Hall, Hallam, Macaulay, 
Carlyle, are rapidly becoming known in a new world 
— a world they never thought to reach. A black- 
smith asks for Euclid, and a butcher complains that the 
Odyssey is always out. The lads go in for Cooper and 
Scott and Tom Brown, and keep up a strong demand for 
Natural History, and the Battles of the British Army 
and Navy, Auatea, Edgeworth, Bremer ead others wait 
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on the lasses ; while Mary Howitt and Hans Christian 
Andersen light up many a dark home and sad young 
life with glimpses of other worlds and better things. 

In the formation of Lending Libraries it is not neces- 
sary or desirable to provide expensive works. These, if 
bought or given, should be kept for the Reference De- 
partment. If taken home and injured in any way the 
cost of replacing would make the Library a trouble to 
the borrower or to his guarantor. A collection of books 
suitable in every way and for all classes may be obtained 
at an average cost of half-a-crown a volume. Get Con- 
stable's Miscellany, 82 vols. ; Lardner's Cabinet Cyclo- 
p©dia, 132 vols. ; Murray's Family Library, 80 vols. ; 
the Traveller's Library, 60 vols. ; the Library of Enter- 
taining Knowledge, 43 vols.; the Edinburgh Cabinet 
Library, 38 vols. ; Jardine's Naturalist's Library, 40 
vols. ; Johnson's Poets, 75 vols. ; Nichol's Poets, 42 
vols. ; Chambers's Tracts, 20 vols. ; Select Library of 
Fiction, 132 vols. ; Elnight's Weekly Volumes, 95 parts ; 
Bohn's Antiquarian, Ecclesiastical, Historical, Illus- 
trated, Standard, and other Libraries ; Weale's Scientific 
and Educational Series ; cheap editions of the writings of 
Guthrie, F. W. Eobertson, Caird, Stanley, Mill, Hume, 
Gibbon, Goldsmith, Macaulay, Carlyle, Hugh Miller, 
Austen, Scott, Cooper, James, Dickens, etc. Have sets of 
the Periodicals — Chambers' Journal, Household Words, 
AH the Tear Bound, Good Words, Leisure Hour, Once 
a Week, and the like. Have, as your means will allow, 
the cheap popular manuals of Astronomy, Botany, 
Chemistry, Geology, etc., and you have a Library good 
enough for a prince, and none too good for your working 
man. It will occur to an outsider that the sets of Con- 
stable, Lardner, etc., are somewhat too old for a modem 
Library; but it will be found that thou^ o^lLtdA old 
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they are by no means obsolete, but still contain the best 
and in many cases the only good concise works on the 
subjects of which they treat. They are essential for 
both the Reference and Lendmg Libraries. It is found 
that as a rule the books are taken remarkable care of, 
and that if damaged or lost they are willingly paid for or 
replaced. At Birmingham, out of an issue of 262,000 
volumes in 1867, only 22 were lost ! 

EEFEBENCE LIBEAET. 

There is yet another department to notice — the 
JRtferenoe Library. This is not merely a place for diction- 
aries, atlases, and so on, although, of course, it contains 
them ; but is called the "Beference Library" because the 
books in it may not be taken away, but must be used 
on the premises. To many persons, as we have said, a 
quiet place to read in is more difficult to obtain than 
books to read. Hence, this department is largely used* 
Choice and costly works on the Fine Arts, on Design, 
on Ornament, on Colour, on Architecture, on Mechanics, 
Engineering, and the various Sciences are here ; and the 
artisan or mechanic can and does study these and gets 
quietly the technical education so much talked of. His- 
tory, Travel, Nature, Law, Poetry, Theology are here 
magnificently illustrated, and their lessons gladly learned. 

It seems impossible to visit these places and see how 
they are used without expressions of surprise at their 
success and of enthusiasm in their favour. Booksellers, 
who feared that they would injure their trade, find that 
they create a taste for reading, and multiply their cus- 
tomers. Subscription Libraries find that the Eree Li- 
braries, so far from injuring them, serve as pioneers for 
them. Persons begin to read when they can get the 
books for nothing ; the taste once created, they willingly 
Ewr for Its gratmcation. 
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Presaming that every considerable town in the king- 
dom will sooner or later adopt an Act bringing in such 
adyantages, an outline of the methods generally pursued 
in the formation of such Institutions may bo useful. 
ThiB initiative is seldom taken by the Town Council, or 
governing body, the members not being usually as alive 
to their privileges in this respect as could be wished. 
To apprehend and provide for the needs of the people 
tmder their care is specially the province of the local 
government, and when it fails to do this, it neglects the 
exercise of its noblest powers. Supposing the local 
government to suffer either from timidity or inertia, or 
to be under the control of persons who make it their 
business to stifle all that is generous with the rag of 
economy, the custom is to call together the ministers of 
religion, the teachers of the Sunday and night schools, 
and all other persons who desire the well-being and im- 
provement of their ^ fellows ; these, after discussion, 
memorialize the Council to call the burgesses together. 
Meanwhile, they collect reports from the various towns 
having Free Libraries, and publish selections from these 
reports in the local newspapers and in handbills. Soothe 
the economists by showing them how very little it will 
cost them per head ; and get round the gentleman who 
says he never reads books — he has lived all his life without 
Libraries and Newsrooms — and look at him ! They get 
all the philanthropy and eloquence and truth they can 
bring to bear on the subject to the meeting, or they fail 
to get a majority. The natural resistance to new things, 
especially if they are good, is always strong ; and care- 
lessness or too much confidence will lose the day. In no 
place has the Act been adopted without much preparation 
and enlightenment through the concert of good and 
determined men : the Act has been tej<Qct»d in. aeverai 
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places through premature or too tiasty action ; but where 
it has once been adopted, it has never been repented of 
or rescinded. 

On the adoption of the Act by the Burgesses, the 
governing body will appropriate, — according as it is 
generous or otherwise, — a half-penny or a penny in the 
pound of its income to the purposes of the Act. It is 
only flair to say that usually when the Act has once been 
adopted, the Town Council, seeing that the thing has to 
be done, has decided to do it handsomely, and the whole 
rate has been granted. Then a Committee, consisting 
half of its own members and half of the scholarly men of 
the neighbourhood, has been appointed, and permission 
has been given to borrow money for building on the 
security of the rate, such money to be paid off by instal- 
ments out of the yearly income. 

As to the Building, To open with a poor building 
with a bad entrance in a back street is not the way to 
ensure success. To get and try to fit-up a private house 
for the purpose is very likely to be money wasted. A 
really good site in a populous thoroughfare, and a build- 
ing of some character and prominence, are as necessary 
for the success of a Library as for the success of a saloon 
or a gin-palace. The building should announce itself 
boldly to be what it is, and should be as inviting and 
appear as pleasant as the places it is intended to super- 
sede. A handsome entrance well lighted, with a passage 
between the entrance and the Seading Eoom as long 
as yon. can get, so as to keep the room quiet ; the 
room itself should be spacious, lofty, and well ventilated, 
lighted from the roof if a one-story building, or if an 
upper room, and if a lower room lighted by windows 
.^227 BIX to eight feet from the ground, so as to avoid the 
disturbance often resulting from view of ^Jaa ^tc^ot^ end 
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also to secure handy wall-space for book-shelres, maps, 
pictures, and the like. As to the number of rooms, 
the more rooms^ the more difficult the task of orer- 
sight, and the greater the number of assistants re- 
quired. To erect a building of many rooms or several 
stoiiea, put a Museum in one, a Library in another, 
and a Newsroom in a third, and to set one man to look 
after the whole, is not wise, as he will often be required 
in the three places at once. Have as many rooms as you 
please, if you can place an officer or two in each ; but as 
the majority of places which hare yet to form Libraries, 
etc., will hare but moderate means, it is worth while to 
try and point out how to make the most of these. There 
seems to be no great difficulty in having in one good 
room a Newsroom, Lending and Beference Libraries, and 
a Museum. (^See Plan at front.) 

The borrowers of books, boys, messengers, etc., on this 
plan only just enter the ante-chamber of the building, 
and get served ; the readers on the premises pass on into 
a quieter part, and pursue their studies undisturbed; 
while the whole is under the eye of the Librarian. The 
floor should be matted, and quietness and cleanliness be 
very firmly but civilly enforced. Let your officers be 
well-bzed men and youths ; have no flashy young sweDa 
who will treat the poorer borrowers as if they weze 
paupers. X«et them understand that there is to be no 
respect of persons ; if additional courtesy and favour are 
to be shown anywhere they should be to the poorest. 

There is a power in a fair and courteous administration. 
that is irresistible. If to knowledge, courtesy and fizmr 
TuemB, your Librarian can add a sympathy with the Tn<m 
who need information, and a pride in helping them, he 
will fin a very happy o£ce, and his LLbiarj wiE be a 
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THE LIBEAET CATALOGUE. 

The mass of borrowers at the Lending Libraries will 
be poor people ; the Library will be of little use to them 
without a Catalogue. This must be had for a few pence 
or they will not buy it; it must be simple or they will 
not be able to use it. The following method has been 
found to work well : — 

Divide the books in classes, thus— 

A. Theology and Philosophy. 

B. BlOGEAPHY. 

C. HisTOEY and Teavels. 

D. Law, Politics, and Political Economy. 

E. Natfeal Histoey. 
E. Aets and Sciences. 

G. PoETEY and the Deama. 

H. ElCTION. 

I. Miscellaneous. 
J, Juvenile Books. 

Brevity is necessary to cheapness ; hence you enter 
each work but once, and then by the word under which it 
is most likely to be looked for. 

In Theology and Philosophy the name of the author 
is more important than the subject ; hence the A Section 
is catalogued by itself, and of course 'alphabetically 
under the author where the author is given ; and where 
there is no author, under the title, as — 

Guthrie (J.) Speaking to the Heart . 21 A 
Heaven our Home 85 A 

• 

In Biography, History, Voyages, and Travels, the sub- 
ject of the Biography, and the country or place written of, 
are specially the subjects of inquiry ; hence these sec- 
tiona should he catalogued under their subjects. In 
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Law^ Politics, and Political Economy, the authors pre- 
yail. In Arts, Sciences, and IN'atural History, the sub- 
ject. In Kction, Poetry, etc., the author is uppermost 
again. A specimen of a catalogue after this fashion is 
appended : — 

Alexander the Great, Life of, by Williama . . IB 

AH Pasha, Life of, by Davenport 2 B 

Anne Boleyn, Memoirs of, by Benger .... 202 B 

Anson (Lord) Life of, by Barrow 200 B 

Apostles, Lives of the, by Cave 44 B 

Bacon (Lord) Life of, by Dixon 370 B 

BedeU (W.) Life of, by Hone 25 B 

Biography of Converts from Infidelity, by Crichton 52 B 
Biography of British Painters, Sculptors, and Architects, 

by A. Cunningham 114 B 

Vol 1.— Hogarth. Wilson. Reynolds. Gainsborongh. 

VoL«.— West Blake. Opie. Morland. Bird. Faseli. Barry. 

VoL 8.— Gibbons. Bonbiliac Wilton. Banks. Nollekens. 

YoL 4ir— Wykeham. Jones. Wren. Vanbrugli. Gibbs. Kent Burlington. 

Chambers. 
VoL &r— Jamesone. Ramsay. Romney. Ronciman. Copley. Mortimer. 

Baebnni. Hopner. Owen. Harlow. Bonington. 
VoL&f — Cosway. Allan. Northcote. Beanmont Lawrence. Jackson. 

liverseege. Bnmet 

Biography, Footprints of Famous Men, by Edgar . • 15 B 

Frmted like it in Brevier and Nonpareil, and in double 
column, a catalogue of a considerable Library maj be 
sold for a few ^ence. 

Eor tbe Beference Department, wbere the books are 
more Tarious and costly, and the readers of a somewhat 
different class, a fuller catalogue may be given. But here 
the danger is in attempting too much. The largest and 
most valuable libraries in England and on the Continent 
are gr^tly depreciated, so far as usefulness is concerned, 
by their non-possession of printed catalogues of their 
works. It is nearly impossible to ascertain what is in 
them. How greatly the value of the Xihcar^ «fe Hb^ 
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Britisli Museum would be enhanced to students and the 
general public if there existed a printed catalogue of its 
contents. The truth is that Librarians generally in their 
natural anxiety that the catalogue of their Library shall 
be an addition to the science of criticism and biblio- 
graphy, have aimed at so elaborate a description of each 
work that the catalogue never gets printed, or if printed 
costs so much as to sell at a price quite out of reach of 
the persons frequenting Pree Libraries. 

It would ill become the writer to speak lightly of the va- 
luable catalogue prepared by Dr. Crestadoro of the Man- 
chester Eeference Library, in which the entry of each work 
gives something like a photograph of the title-page, and 
adds the number of pages each work contains. All students 
of bibliography admire this catalogue, but few would have 
the courage or perseverance to imitate it. The catalogue 
of the Liverpool Eeference Library is a handsome volume, 
containing a very able classification of a fine Library ; 
but the costliness of both these works, and the character 
of the latter, prevent their use to any considerable ex- 
tent by the common people for whom Free Libraries are 
specially intended. It is possible to catalogue twenty 
thousand volumes in such a manner as to show the stu- 
dent or reader at a glance all the works by any author or 
on any subject wanted. Every book should be entered 
under its author and under its title, and again under its 
subject ; for instance, Euskin's Stones of Venice would 
be entered under " Euskin," " Stones of Venice," and 
again under " Architecture." "Waring's Masterpieces of 
the Exhibition would be entered under " Waring," " Ex- 
hibition," and again under " Art." Miller's Testimony 
of the Eoclss would go under " Miller," •* Testimony of 
the Eocks," and " Geology." Warburton's Hochelaga 
would go under " Warburton," " Hochelaga," and again 
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under " CiEiiiada." Against these triple entries of one work 
are to be set the works for which one entry would suffice. 

Confine the description of each work to one line, giving 
only the gist of the title-page and omitting its verbiage. 
Thus it is possible to catalogue twenty thousand vo- 
lumes, which would represent about six thousand works, 
in a very small compass, and print the same at a very 
small cost. 

The catalogue is in appearance a rough alphabetical 
list of the books, but possesses in reality all the advan- 
tages of a classified catalogue without its embarrassmefats. 
A work of the kind described will shortly be published, 
and then the author will probably be punished for his pre- 
sumption in this matter by the exposure of its defects. 

The writer would guard against the favour which he 
may be supposed to have for Pree Libraries from his 
official connection with them, and would not willingly 
exaggerate their importance ; but some interest in the 
matter may fairly be claimed when the results are so 
evident. Adopt any of the systems of primary education 
which have been so much discussed of late, and a gene- 
ration must pass before their effect can be realized. In 
the work of Eree Libraries you may both sow and live 
to reap. The lower classes do manage to read to them- 
selves and to one another to a far greater extent than is 
supposed. It is not uncommon to see one man reading 
very laboriously and very badly to another man who 
cannot read at all. Go into the lowest quarters of any 
great town, and see the number of shops that exist for 
the sale of cheap periodical literature. These are proof 
enough of the demand, of the hunger and thirst for in- 
formation. But what about the supply ? Here you have 
the " Mysteries of London," and the like, tales of villainy 
and seduction, thrilling romances, al^a^«»b^\\i^<LW!sfc\S!as^ 
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in our next. Here you have the great weekly Murder- 
monger, four-and-twenty columns of crime and filth for 
one penny. Here you have the Halfpenny Demagogue, 
the largest paper in the world, and all on one side. And 
the people feed on these for want of knowing better. 
Turn a pure language upon them, give them a wholesome 
and pleasant literature, and the statistics of existing 
Pree Libraries prove that they will both use and value 
it. Visit the homes of the labouring classes ; the men 
come home soon after six at night, get a wash and their 
tea. They cannot be expected always to stay at home 
and nurse the child — where shall they spend their few 
spare hours pleasantly ? If there are Pree Newsrooms 
they go to them ; if not, probably to the public-house ; 
and who can fairly blame them ? We must have these 
Eree Libraries and Newsrooms in every town. lEdin- 
burgh has just now, to the surprise and pain of her ad- 
mirers, refused to adopt the Act, but she will think better 
of it yet. Glasgow is on the eve of a decision. Leeds, 
with her large resources ; the great divisions of London, 
Islington, Marylebone, South wark, and other places have 
yet to decide in favour of the Libraries Act ; and, bene- 
fitting by the experience of those towns which have pre- 
ceded them, to do better than them all. There have yet 
also to arise many wise and generous men who will choose 
for their life-work and their monument the formation 
and endowment of Libraries and Eeading-rooms — mental 
and moral hospitals for the nation, and the best means of 
placing the highest and noblest works of human genius 
within the reach of the humble and the poor, and of 
aising and refining our national life. 
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18® & 19® VICTORIiE, Cap. lxx. 

An Act for further promoting the Establishment of Free 
Public Libraries and Mosemns in Municipal Towns, and 
ibr extending it to Towns governed under Local im- 
provement Acts, and to Parishes. [dOth Julij^ 1855.] 

* Whebeas it is expedient to amend and extend the Public 
Libraries Act, 1850:' Be it therefore enacted bj the 
Queen's most Excellent Majestj, by and with the Advice 
and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Conmions, in this present Parliament assembled, and bv 
the Authority of the same, as follows: 

L The Public Libraries Act, 1850, is hereby repealed ; 13 &14 Vict 
but such Repeal shall not invalidate or affect anything J^ei^ed."" 
already done in pursuance of the same Act, and all Li- 
braries and Museums established under that Act or the 
Act thereby repealed shall be considered as having been 
established under this Act, and the Council of anv Borou<;h 
which may have adopted the said Act of One thousand 
eight hundred and fifty, or established a Museum under 
the Act thereby repealed, shall have and may use and 
exercise all the Benefits, Pririleges, and Powers given by 
this Act ; and all Monies which have been borrowed by 
Tirtoe of the said repealed Acts or either of them, and 
stni remaining unpaid, and the Interest thereof, shall be 
cbaiged on the Borough Rates, or a Rate to be assessed 
and reoovered in the like manner as a Borough Rate to be 
made by Tirtne of this Act 

IL In citing this Act for any Purposes whatever, it Short Title of 
shall be sufiSdent to use the Expression ** The Public ^^ 
Libraries Act, 1855." 

IIL In the construction of this Act the following Words isterpTeu- 
and Expressions shall, unless there be something in the j^^ 
Subject or Context repugnant to such Con«tnicuoG. ba^e. 
the foUowing Meanings assigned to them Tes\«c'^^c^i^ *. x^^a^ 
MB to say, •* Parish*' shall mean every Place TMin^aixivBa, 
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its own Poor; *' Vestiy" shall mean the Inhabitants of the 
Parish lawfully assembled in Vestry, or for any of the 
Purposes for which Vestries are holden, except in those 
Parishes in which there is a Select Vestry elected under 
the Act of the Fifty-ninth Year of King George the 
Third, Chapter Twelve, or under the Act of the First and 
Second Years of King William the Fourth, Chapter Sixty, 
or under the Provisions of any Local Act of Parliament 
for the Government of any Parish by Vestries, in which 
Parishes it shall mean such Select Vestry, and shall also 
mean any Body of Persons, by whatever Name distin- 
guished, acting by virtue of any Act of Parliament, Pre- 
scription, Custom, or otherwise, as or instead of a Vestry 
or Select Vestry ; " Ratepayers" shall mean all Persons 
for the Time being assessed to Rates for the Relief of the 
Poor of the Parish ; " Overseers of the Poor** shall mean 
also any Persons authorized and required to make and 
collect the Rate for the Relief of the Poor of the Parish, 
and acting instead of Overseers of the Poor ; " Board** 
shall mean the Commissioners, Trustees, or other Body of 
Persons, by whatever Name distinguished, for the Time 
being in Office and acting in the Execution of any Im- 
provement Act, being an Act for draining, cleansing, 
paving, lighting, watching, or otherwise improving a 
Place, or for any of those Purposes; ^^Improvement 
Rates** shall mean the Rates, Tolls, Rents, Income, and 
other Monies whatsoever which, under the Provisions of 
any such Improvement Act, shall be applicable for the 
general Purposes of such Act. 
Town Coun- IV. The Mayor of any Municipal Borough the Popu- 
Borouglis lation of which, according to the then last Census thereof, 
may adopt ghaU exceed Five thousand Persons* shaU, on the Request 
determined of the Town Council, convene a Public Meeting of the 
by inhabl- Burgesses of the Borough, in order to determine whether 
this Act shall Ibe adopted for the Municipal Borough, and 
Ten Days' Notice at least of the Time, Place, and Object 
of the Meeting shall be given by affixing the same on or 
. near the Door of every Church and Chapel within the 
Borough, and also by advertising the same in One or more 
of the Newspapers published or circulated within the 
Borough, Seven Days at le^t before the Day appointed 
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for the Meeting ; and if as sarfi Meedn? T^o Thir J% of 
such Pencms as aforesaid then present fluill determine 
that this Act ought to be adopted for the Borrr:;th. tLe 
same shall tfaencefbrtfa take effect ani coxxte it-Vj of«ratI>n 
in such Boroogfa, and shall be carr:^ 'zsVj txttfriiy^n in 
■coQvdaBce with the Laws frjr iL*t TlsL^t teuig :n force 
TClatiiig to file Mmnripal Corponsoa c^ nch Bvroo^'h : 
A^mded ahrmji. that th> ILsjcr. or. fn bis a^^ienc^ the 
CSuiznuui of the Meeting, rL&I! caoje a Misite to Ve ixJMie 
of the Beaoliitiaiis of iLe l[-aes=^, a::i iLall i*^ it^ lame ; 
and die BeaolntioQs so si^iied ^LftH i>& cc^^uire Eridecce 
that the V<^t«ig was dslj ^>ct«!=.^ an^ ±e V^/Jt UinnsA 
dnlr taken, and that the y^'-—'^ oziafrj a tri/e Arf^f^i:.'. 
of file Froceediiigf tbersa:. 

V. The ExpecMS ryrirriii = c*:::-? az^ Loiib:^ :h^ ? ^w*^ ,? 
Meetine. whedisr tti* At: »L*II l^t t-'cT^K*! '.r ^-% t-'-'i .f-s: '■-..•- vt%- 
the RiTimfg of earrrf:^ tLI* A-a iiv. KLV.-zrJr.z. :- tK.i T^V.^ .,; .*^ 
Boioo^ maj be paad i^e: 'Y i:* S-.rxri F-.-.i, *'•: :i* '^ • t ' -r "• 
ComKil maj lerr *;t a K^*rtit Hiv. v, Vt -u::^ * V/.y-^''-^- 
libnnj Ba&e, to be Ksie *=ii rwr.T*n'-.> ;i v.* v.s.-.-vt 

fcr de &ajl^ g Kir± Ei;ec*»ft •- tv: 'i..rJ.''.i 
AeeoaaSM i&aa Vt kscc '.f ±> }ivx:yjt. Pt'r-vr.:*. t--j: 
of ice C'-Bcxil wt:± rrf*r*^jt i: "i-^ J-j: *?:•:::'-'-. 




of this Acs. 

VL TheBoBrfrfacTl«3rir_ vki2 t Kv;* -r.-'.-i ■■•'y,''' '■■ 

flie UmSu rf acx Iar:r?r»2i«:-: A«- t-jd .-.t '-.^ v-«'x t. ▼r-.:-;^-:..-* 

* ' 'I* ■ 

Fofnlaam ac a5=:c»aKii. »eil.- irxr. -^ P.^.-.- •i'*l >. \JZ''J.Z 

WiiiiB^ of at jeag T*a. Y^tvxa w»W3»*k v, r.".i: ;*;-"-? - ■.' Txn.7 

die iMfjieBig eg Ease, ipccu-j: t T.:rj% riiv: rf-* -uti 7v: *;|;'"'^ *^J^, 



•aat Ats S14JL •* fcCi.rvri i.r aii'.r^ 

Object 4f «De& lt«cii!? tiiti v* r vn. -.7 i:* j: .:. - in* 
"SK I>xr 'i *r\Ty ''vxrr. t:-.i: '2itizni. 
nil ijfc-. -.^ b:- 'mfts-.vf '« Mint* n 
One or smr *^ iis S*r^Tyiz^^ ^it-.i-'juiitf '.i* t-miaiHri 
w ilhij i Ac IVSanes. S?t^si 1,171 t: >a-c -•«f?-r* --.f» i»;— 
jfipoiaonS fir "Sft lfe«sic r^i :* u: *u«i Mts--.:::r "Tti 
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Thirds of such Persons as aforesaid then present shall 
determine that this Act ought to be adopted for the Dis- 
trict, the same shall thenceforth take effect, and come into 
operation in such District, and shall be carried into effect 
according to the Laws for the Time being in force relating 
to such Board. 
Expenses of VII. The Expenses incurred in calling and holding the 
into^"x ^°- ^®®^^"& whether this Act shall be adopted or not, and 
tion to be the Expenses of carrying this Act into execution in any 
on*i?nprove- ^^^^ District, shall be paid out of the Improvement Bate, 
mentRate. and the Board may levy as Part of the Improvement 
Kate, or by a separate Kate to be assessed and recovered 
in like manner as an Improvement Bate, such Sums of 
Money as shall be from Time to Time necessary for de- 
fraying such Expenses; and the Board shall keep distinct 
Accounts of their Beceipts, Payments, Credits and lia- 
bilities with reference to the Execution of this Act, which 
Accounts shall be audited in the same Way as Accounts 
are directed to be. audited under the Improvement Act 
Certain Pa- VIII. Upon the Bequisition in Writing of at least Ten 
adopt* This ^*^*cpayers of any Parish having such a Population as 
Act with the aforesaid, the Overseers of the Poor shall appoint a Time, 

Two^^Thirds °^* ^®^^ ^^^^ ^®^ ^^^^ °°^ ^^^^ ^^ Twenty Days from 
of the Rate- the Time of receiving such requisition, for a Public Meet- 
payera ^^^ ^^ ^j^^ Eatepayers in order to determine whether this 

Act shall be adopted for the Parish ; and Ten Days 
Notice at least of the Time, Place, and Object of the 
Meeting shall be given by affixing the same on or near the 
Door of every Church and Chapel within the Parish, and 
also by advertising the same in One or more of the News- 
papers published or circulated within the Parish, Seven 
Days at least before the Day appointed for the Meeting ; 
and if at such Meeting Two Thirds of the Batepayers 
then present shall determine that this Act ought to be 
The Vestry adopted for such Parish, the same shall come into opera- 
ComnUs-^ tion in such Parish, and the Vestry shall forthwith 
Bioners for appoint not less than Three nor more than Nine Hate- 
Act into ex- payers Commissioners for carrying the Act into execution, 
shSu^^br^^ who shall be a Body Corporate by the Name of " The 
Body Cor- Commissioners for Public Libraries and Museums for the 
porate. j^siTish of in the County of ," and by 
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that name may sae and be sned, and hold and dispose of 
Lands, and ose a Conunon Seal: Provided always, that in 
any Parish where there shall not be a greater Population 
than Eight thousand Inhabitants by the then last Censas, 
it shall be kwfol for any Ten Katcpaycrs to deliver a T^- 
qnintion by them signed, and describing their Place of 
Kesidence, to the Overseers or One of the Overseers of 
the said Parish, requiring the Votes of the Ratepayers at 
sneh Meeting to be taken according to the Provisions of 
the Act passed in the Fifty-eighth Year of the Keign of 
Kng Gwrge the Third, Chapter Sixty-nine, and the 
Votes at such Meeting shall thereupon be taken according 
to the Provisions of the said last- mentioned Act of Parlia- 
ment, and not otherwise. 

IX. At the Termination of every Year (the Year being One Third of 
leckoned from and exclusive of the Day of the First raSionera™" 
Appointment of Commissioners) a Meeting of the Vestry to ko out of 
shaUbe held, at which Meeting One Third, or as nearly ^S^'^^SeM 
ss may be One Third of the Commissioners, to be deter- to be ap- 
mined by BaUot, shaU go out of Office, and the Vestry P°^°'^'*' *'^' 
shall appoint other Commissioners in their Place, but the 
outgoing Commissioners may bo re-elected ; and the Ves- 
try shall fill up every Vacancy among the Commissioners 

whether occurring by Death, Resignation, or otherwise, 
ss soon as possible after the same occurs. 

X. The Commissioners shall meet at least once in General and 
every Calendar Month, and at such other Times as they JfJ* t-^g^ ^f 
think fit, at the Public Library or Museum or some Commis- 
other conrenient Place ; and any one Commissioner may * ^"^^^^ 
summon a Special Meeting of the Commissioners by 

giving Three clear Days Notice in Writing to each Com- 
missioner, specifying therein the Purpose for which the 
Meeting is called ; and no Business shall be transacted at 
any Meeting of the Commissioners unless at least Two 
CcmimisBioners shall be present. 

XL All Orders and Proceedings of the Commissioners Minutes of 
shall be entered in Books to be kept by them for that o/^(?onimS. 
Purpose, and shall be signed by the Commissioners or any sioners to be 
Two of them; and all such Orders and Proceedings so Books. 
entered and purporting to be so signed shall be deemed to 
be original Orders and Proceedings, and such Books may 
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be produced and read as Evidence of all such Orders and 
Proceedings upon any judicial Proceeding whatsoever. 
wiSLteio^be ^^- ^^® Commissioners shall keep distinct and regular 
kept by Com- Accounts of their Receipts, Payments, Credits, and Lia- 
Sid* duf/^u- ^^^^^ with reference to the Execution of this Act, which 
dited. Accounts shall be audited yearly by the Poor Law Auditor, 

if the Accounts of the Poor Rate Expenditure of the 
Parish be audited by a Poor Law Auditor, but if not so 
audited then by Two Auditors not being Commissioners, 
who shall be yearly appointed by the Vestry, and the 
Auditor or Auditors shall report thereon, but such Report 
shall be laid before the Vestry by the Commissioners. 
Expenses of XIIL The Expenses of calling and holding the Meet- 
AcUn a^ ^"S ^^ ^^® Ratepayers, whether this Act shall be adopted 
Parish to be or not, and the Expenses of carrying this Act into execu- 
Poor^Rate. ^^^^ ^^ ^^7 Parish, to such Amount as shall be from Time 
to Time sanctioned by the Vestry, shall be paid out of a 
Rate to be made and recovered in like Manner as a Poor 
Rate, except that every Person occupying Lands used as 
Arable, Meadow, or Pasture Ground only, or as Wood- 
lands, or Market Gardens or Nursery Grounds, shall be 
rated in respect of the same in the Proportion of One Third 
Part only of the full net annual Value thereof respectively; 
the Vestry to be caJled for the Purpose of sanctioning 
the Amount shall be convened in the Manner usual in the 
Parish ; the Amount for the Time being proposed t6 be 
raised for such Expenses shall be expressed in the Notice 
convening the Vestry, and shall be paid, according to the 
Order of the Vestry, to such Person as shall be appointed 
by the Commissioners to receive the same : Provided 
always, that in the Notices requiring the Payment of the 
Rate there shall be stated the Proportion which the Amount 
to be thereby raised for the Purposes of this Act shall 
bear to the total Amount of the Rate. 
Vestries of XIV. The Vestries of any Two or more neighbouring 
neighboToi^'^^ Parishes having according to the then last Census an ag- 
ing Parishes gregate Population exceeding Five thousand Persons may 
Se^ct.°^ adopt this Act, in like manner as if the Population of eadi 
of those Parishes according to the then last Census ex- 
ceeded Five thousand and may coTicva va. ^wr^vn^ the 
same into execution insuchPans\ies?ot sw.^Tccaa«&^«I 
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shall mntnally agree : and snch Vestries may decide iihat 
a Public Library or Muceiini, or both, shall be erected in 
any One of such Parishes, and that the Expenses of car- 
rying this Act into execution with reference to the same 
shall be borne by such Parishes in such Proportions as 
such Vestries shall mutually approve ; the Proportion for 
each of such Parishes of such Expenses shall be paid out 
of the Monies to be raised for the Relief of the Poor of the 
same respective Parishes accordingly ; but no more than 
Three Commissioners shall be appointed for each Parish ; 
and the Commissioners so appointed for each of such 
Parishes shall in the Management of the said Public Li- 
brary and Museum form One Body of Commissioners, and 
shall act accordingly in the Execution of this Act ; and the 
Accounts of the Commissioners shall be examined and 
reported on by the Auditor or Auditors of such Parishes ; 
and the surplus Money at the Disposal as aforesaid of such 
Commissioners shall be paid to the Overseers of such 
Parishes respectively, in the Proportion in which such 
'Parishes shall be liable to such Expenses. 

XV. The Amount of the Rate to be levied in any Rates levied 
Borough, District, or Parish in any One Year for the Pur- Jeed one" 
poses of this Act shall not exceed the Sum of One Penny Penny in the 
in the Pound ; and for the Purposes of the Library Rate ^^^ ' 
all the Clauses of the Towns Improvement Clauses Act, 
1847, with respect to the Manner of making Rates, to the 
Appeal to be made against any Rate, and to the Recovery 
of Rates, shall be incorporated with this Act ; and when- 
ever the Words ** Special Act" occur in the Act so incor- 
porated they shall mean " The Public Libraries Act, 1 855 ;" 
the Accounts of the said Board and Commissioners re- Accounts 
spectively with reference to the Execution of this Act shall coSmiJl.*"*^ 
at all reasonable Times be open, without Charge, to the sioners to be 
Inspection of every Person rated to the Improvement spection!"" 
Rate or to the Rates for the Relief of the Poor of the 
Parish, as the Case may be, who may make Copies of or 
Extracts from such Accounts, without paying for the same; 
and in case the Board or the Commissioners, or any of 
them respectively, or any of their respective Officers or 
Servants having the Custody of such A<ico\«v\s,^«J\Tka\. 
permit the same Accounts to be ins^^cted, ot Cjo^\'^^ ^H^ot 
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Extracts from the same to be made, every Person so offend- 
ing shall for every such offence forfeit any Sum not exceed- 
ing Five Pounds. 
Power to XVI. For carrying this Act into execution the Council, 

to borro^^* ^o^d, or Commissioners respectively may, with the Ap- 
on Mort- proval of Her Majesty's Treasury, (and as to the Ccan- 
^^^^ missioners, with the Sanction also of the Vestry and the 

Poor Law Board,) from Time to Time borrow at Interest, 
on the Security of a Mortgage or Bond of the Borough 
Fund, or of the Kates levied in pursuance of this Act, such 
Sums of Money as may be by them respectively required; 
and the Commissioners for carrying into execution the 
Act of the Ninth and Tenth Years of Her Majesty, 
Chapter Eighty, may from Time to Time advance and 
lend any such sums of Money. 
Provisions of XVII. The Clauses and Provisions of " The Companies 
16, as to bor- Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845," with respect to the bor- 
te^d°d t ^" rowing of Money on Mortgage or Bond, and the Account- 
tins Act. ability of Officers, and the Recovery of Damages and 
Penalties, so far as such Provisions may respectively be 
applicable to the Purposes of this Act, shall be respec- 
tively incorporated with this Act. 
Lands, Ac. X VHI. The Council of any Borough and the Board of 
^opriated" ^^7 district respectively may from Time to Time, with the 
purchased or Approval of Her Majesty's Treasury, appropriate for the 
the purposes Purposes of this Act any Lands vested, as the Case may be, 
of this Act. in a Borough, in the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses, 
and in a District in the Board, and the Council, Board and 
Commissioners respectively may also, with such Approval, 
purchase or rent any Lands or any suitable Buildings ; 
and the Council and Board and Commissioners respectively 
may, upon any Lands so appropriated, purchased, or rented 
respectively, erect any Buildings suitable for Public Li- 
braries or Museums, or both, or for Schools for Science or 
Art, and may apply, take down, alter, and extend any 
Buildings for such Purposes, and rebuild, repair, and im- 
prove the same respectively, and fit up, furnish, and supply 
the same respectively with all requisite Furniture, Fittings, 
and Conveniences. 
fjs//^''^' ^^^' " The Lands Clauses Co\\soUdation Act, 1845,' 
orated. shall be incorporated with tYi\a A.CX •, \iu\. Wi^ Cwoisi^^ 
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Board, and Commissioners respectively shall not pnrehase 
or take any Lands otherwise than by Ap^ement. 

XX. The Council, Board, and Commissioners aforesaid Land^&c. 
respectively may, with the like Approval as is required sold or ex- 
for the Purchase of Lands, sell any Lands vested in the c^^eed. 
Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses, or Board or Commis- 
sioners respectively, for the Purposes of this Act, or ex- 
change the same for any Lands better adapted for the 
Purposes ; and the Monies to arise fix)m such Sale or to be 
received for Equality of Exchange, or a sufficient part 
thereof shall be applied in or towards the Purchase of other 

Lands better adapted for such Purposes. 

XXI. The general Management, Regulation and Con- General 

trol of such Libraries and Museums, Schools for Science ^*°**^®T 

and Art, shall be, as to any Borough, vested in and ex- rested in 

ercised by the Council, and as to anv District in and bv Co^^]^ 
•^ • . • Board, or 

the Board, and as to any Parish or Parishes in and by the Commis- 
Comniiseioners, or such Committee as such Council or **o^^"- 
Board may from Time to Time appoint, the Members 
whereof need not be Members of the Council or Board or 
be Commissioners, who may from Time to Time purchase 
and provide the necessary Fuel, Lighting, and other similar 
Matters, Books, Newspapers, Maps, and Specimens of Art 
and Science, for the Use of tlie Library or Museum, or 
School, and cause the same to be bound or repaired when 
necessary, and appoint salaried Officers and Servants, and 
dismiss the same, and make Rules and Regulations for the 
Safety and Use of the Libraries and Museums, and 
Schools, and for the Admission of the Public. 

XXn. The Lands and Buildings so to be appropriated. Property of 
purchased, or rented as aforesaid, and all other Real and J^ ^?^' ^^' 
Personal Property whatever presented to or purchased for vested in 
any Library or Museum established under this Act, or ^**^*^^ **^- 
School, shall be vested, in the Case of a Borough, in the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses, in the Case of a District 
in the Board, and in the Case of a Parish or Parishes in 
the Commissioners. 

XXIII. If any Meeting called as aforesaid to determine If Meeting 
as to the Adoption of this Act for any Borough, District, or ^JJI^^Acl 
Parish shall determine against the Adoptioii, hq '^•^^Xiav^ ^"Ce^sc ^^«k9(«> 
£?r a Eimilar Purpose shall be bold for tXie ^^pacfe cS. ^T^a^^^^^so^. 
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Year at least from tlie time of holding tlie previous Meet- 
ing. 
tdopT^in^ XXIV. The Lord Mayor of the City of London shall, 
the City of on the Request of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Corn- 
Two TMrds ™^^s of the City of London ^ in Common Council assem- 
of Persons bled, convene a Public Meeting in manner herein-before 
Consolidated mentioned of all Persons rated and assessed to the Conso- 
w"^^' **p "' lidated Rate in the City of London, in order to determine 
lie Meeting," whether this Act shall be adopted in the said City ; and 
assent. if at such Meeting Two Thirds of such Persons then pre- 

sent shall determine that this Act ought to be adopted 
for the City of London, the same shall thenceforth take 
effect and come into operation in the City of London, and 
shall be carried into execution in accordance with the Laws 
for the Time being in force relating to the City of London: 
Provided always, that the Resolution of such Public Meet- 
ing, signed by the Lord Mayor, shall be reported to the 
said Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Conmions, in Conmion 
Council assembled, and entered on the Minutes thereof, 
and that such Entry shall be Evidence ; the Expenses in- 
curred in calling and holding the Meeting, whether this 
Act shall be adopted or not, and the Expenses of carrying 
this Act into execution in the City of London, shall be 
paid out of the Consolidated Rate, and the Commissioners 
of Sewers of the City of London may levy a part of the 
Consolidated Rate, or, by a separate Rate, to be assessed 
and recovered in like Manner as the Consolidated Rate, 
all Monies from Time to Time necessary for defraying 
such Expenses, and distinct Accounts shall be kept of 
the Receipts, Payments, and Liabilities of the said Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Conunons with reference to the 
Execution of the Act. 
Museums to XXV. The Admission to all Libraries and Museums 
be free. established under this Act shall be open to the Public free 

of all Charge. 
i:xtent of XXVI. This Act shall not extend to Ireland or Scat- 

Act lund. 
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290 and 30° VICTORIA, Cap. cxiv. 

An Act to amend the " Public Libraries Act." [10th 
August, 1866.] 

* Whereas it is expedient to amend " The Public Libra- 18 & 19 Vict 

c 95 

ries Act, 1855," and to assimilate the Laws relating to 
Public Libraries in England and Scotland ;' Be it therefore 
enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament as- 
sembled, and by the Authority of the same as follows : 

1. So much of the Section Fifteen of the said ** Public Towns Im- 
Libraries Act, 1855," as incorporates with that Act cer- g^S^Act 
tain Clauses of " The Towns Improvement Clauses Act, not to apply 
1847," shall, so far as the same relates to or concerns Mu- ^ l^oroughs. 
nicipal Boroughs, be repealed. 

6. Section Five of the said Act, except so much thereof Part of Sec 
as relates to keeping distinct Accounts, shall be repealed ; Act repealed. 
and the Expenses incurred in calling and holding the Meet- Expenses of 
ing, whether the said Act shall be adopted or not, and the ^^t in Bo- 
Expenses of carrying the said Act into execution in any roughs to be 
Municipal Borough, may be paid out of the Borough Rate Borough 
of such Borough, or by and out of a Kate to be made and F^"»<1. 
recovered in such Borough, in like manner as a Borough 
Rate may be made and recovered therein, but the Amount 
80 paid in such Borough in any One Year shall not ex- 
ceed the sum of One Fenny in the Pound upon the an- 
nual Value of the Property in such Borough rateable to a 
Borough Rate : Provided always, that nothing in this 
Act shall interfere with the Operation of the Act Twenty- 
eighth and Twenty-ninth Victoria, Chapter One hundred 
and eight, so far as it relates to the Collection of a Rate 
for a Public Library in the City of Oxford. 

3. The PubHc Meeting mentioned in Section 4 of the ^^^^^ **f 
said " Public Libraries Act, 1855," shall be called either Boroughs, 
on the Request of the Town Council, or on the Request in 
Writing of Ten Ratepayers residing in the Borough. 

4. Any Parish, of whatever Population, adjoining any Parishes adr 
Borough^ District, or Parish which shaU have adopted or ^^^^t^^" 
shall contemplate the Adoption of t\it 6«i^*'''2\iXJ^'!i.'VK!-'SB»^xs^'i^^^ 
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braries Act, 1855," may, with the Consent of more than 
One Half of the Ratepayers thereof present at a Meeting 
to be convened in manner directed by the said Act with 
reference to Meetings of Ratepayers, and with the Consent 
also of the Town Coancil of such Borough, or tlie Board 
of snch District, or the Commissioners of such Parish, as 
the Case may be, determine that such adjoining Parish 
shall for the Pui'poses of the said Act form Part of such 
Borough, District, or Parish, and thereupon the Vestry 
of such adjoining Parish shall forthwith appoint Three 
Ratepayers Commissioners for such Parish, One Third of 
whom shall go out of Office, and the Vacancies be filled 
up as provided by the said Act with respect to the Com- 
missioners of a Parish, and such Commissioners for the 
Time being shall for the Purposes of the said Act be con- 
sidered as Part of such Town Council, Board or Com- 
missioners as the Case may be ; and the Expenses of 
calling the Meeting, and the Proportion of the Expenses 
of such adjoining Parish of carrying the said Act into 
execution, shall be paid out of the Poor Kates thereof to 
such Person as the Commissioners of the said adjoining 
Parish shall appoint to receive the same. 
Majority for 5. The Majority necessary to be obtained for the 

Adoption of Adoption of the said Act or " The Public Libraries Act 
Act 

[Scotland), 1854," shall be more than One Half of the 

Persons present at the Meeting, instead of Two Thirds 
of such Persons as now required. 
Act appiica- 6. "The PubUc Libraries Act (1855)" and "The 
Pop^atior'' Public Libraries Act {Scotlufid) (1854)" shall be applica- 
may be. blc to any Borough, District, or Parish or Burgh, of what- 
ever Population. 
17 A 18 Vict. 7* S° much of Section 6 of *' The Public Libraries Act 
c. 64 88. 6, 7, {Scotland)^ 1854," as authorizes the demanding of a 
, lepe . p^jj^ ^^^ Sections Seven and Eight of the said Act, are 

liereby repealed. 
If Burgh 8. If any Meeting called as provided by the said last- 

**^^f "rth'^^*' mentioned Act shall determine against the Adoption of 
Meeting for a the Act in any Burgh, no Meeting for a similar Purpose 
Year. ^jj^jj j^^ ^^M for the Space of One Year at least from the 

Time ofholdiug the previous "Meelm^. 
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9. The Ganses and Provisions of ** The Companies Parts of 8 & 
Clanses Consolidation {Scotland) Act (1845)" with re- \^^^^^^^ ^^ 
spect to the boirowing of Money npon Mortgage or Bond, ^% I8t Vict. 
and the Accountability of Officers, and the Recovery of *^ ^ 
Damages and Penalties, so &r as such Provisions may 
respectively be applicable to the Purposes of the said 
"Public Libraries Act {Scotland) (1854)," shall be ro- 
spectively incorporated with that Act ■ 

10. Wherever a Public Museum or library has been a Library, 
established under any Act relating to Public Libraries or *^K!5^^^i*® 
Museums, or shall hereafter be established under either of in connexion 
the said before-mentioned Acts, a Public Librarv or ^^ „ *"y 
Museum, as the Case may be, may at any Time be estab- 
lished in connexion therewith without any farther Pro- 
eeedings being taken under the said Acts. 

11. This Act may be cited as "The Public Libraries Short TiUe. 
Amendment Act {England and Scotland), 1866,'* and 

shall be taken to be Part of the s:iid " Public Libraries 
Act, 1855," and shall be construed accordingly. 
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UTILES AND KEGTTLATIONS ST7ITABLE FOB 

FREE UBBABIES, 

With Forma in XJse, etc. 



FREE LENDING LIBRARIES. 

BULES AND BEGULATIONS. 

1. The Chief Librarian shall have the general charge of the 
Libraries, and shall be responsible for the safe keeping of the books, 
and of all other property belonging thereto. 

2. The Newsrooms shall be open to the Public, every day (Sun- 
days, Christmas Day, and Good Friday excepted), from Nine o'clock 
a.m., to Ten o'clock p.m., and the Library from Ten o'clock a.m., to 
Nine o'clock p.m. 

3. No person shall be admitted who is in a state of intoxication ; 
nor shall any audible conversation be permitted in the Rooms ; nor 
shall any person be allowed to partake of refreshments therein. Any 
person who shall offend against these regulations, or shall be guilty 
of any misconduct, shall not be allowed to remain within the 
building. 

4. No person shall be allowed to pass within the enclosure of the 
Libraries, or to take any book from the shelves, except by permission 
of the Librarian. 

5. Persons enrolled as Burgesses of the Borough of 

shall be entitled to borrow books on their own responsibility. 
Persons not so enrolled shall be required to obtain the signature of 
one Burgess to the following voucher, which must be renewed 
annually : 

**I, the undersigned, being a Burgess of the Borough of 
, declaj'c that I believe 
Occupation age til "^^q. 

to be a pepaoia to ■?i\voT£v\iw5fc^ mwj \i^ 
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safely entrusted for perusal ; and I hereby undertake to replace 
or to pay the ralae of any book, belonging to the Corporation 
of , which shall be lost or materially injured by the 

said Borrower." 
Any person having signed this engagement, who shall afterwards 

desire to withdraw from the same, must give notice thereof in writing 

to the Librarian, who will give a release as soon as he shall hare 

ascertained that no loss has been incurred. 

This voucher must be delivered to the Librarian three days before 

the first issue of books to the person recommended. 

6. All books borrowed must be returned to the Libraries within 
the time specified on the respective covers, under a penalty of one 
penny for the whole or any portion of the first week, and one penny 
for each week or portion of a week afterwards. 

7. The Librarian shall carefully examine, or cause to be examined, 
each book returned, and if the same be found to have sustained any 
injury or damage, he shall require the person to whom the same was 
delivered, or his guarantor, to pay the amount of damage or injury 
done, or otherwise to procure a new copy of the book of equal value, 
and in the latter case such person shall be entitled to the damaged 
copy on depositing the new one. 

8. All books borrowed from the Libraries must be returned, irre- 
spective of the time allowed for reading, at the half-yearly dates 
specified on the printed labels at the beginning of each book ; Bor- 
rowers neglecting to comply with this regulation will risk the forfei- 
ture of their privilege of borrowing books. 

9. Borrowers leaving town, or ceasing to use the Libraries, are 
requested to return their tickets to the Librarian, in order to have 
them cancelled, otherwise they and their guarantors will be held 
responsible for any book taken out in their names. 

10. Borrowers, when they change their residence, are required to 
hand in their ticket with their present address to the Librarian, other 
wise they will lose their right of borrowing books. 

11. Borrowers are cautioned against losing their tickets, as thev 
wHl be held responsible for any book or books that may be taken out 
of the Libraries in their names. When books are not had the ticket 
must be left with the Librarian. 

12. No Borrower will be allowed to have more than one work at 
the same time. 

13. No book can be renewed mor« \haxiOTi<^Vli«(^B»i^\s^<«&s^s« 
Borrower, 
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14. No Borrower will be allowed to make me of mote tluui one 
the Lending Ubrariee at the Mine tiiue. 

15. Tbe Idbraiiau shall bare power to reRiae Books to any Bi 
rower who shall neglect to comply with the Rules and Begolatioiu 
the Library { bat aoy person bo tefiised duJl bare libet^ to appi 
to the library Committee. 

By order. 
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RULES A]ST) EEGULATIONS 



OF THB 



REFERENCE LIBRARY. 



No person will be allowed to obtain anj Book withont signing a 
" Reader's Ticket," and snch signature shall be taken and considered 
to be an assent to the Boles and Begnlations of the library. 

Readers giving a false name and address will be held responsible 
for the consequences. 

Readers cannot obtain more than one work on the same Ticket. 

It is expressly forbidden to take ont of the Reading Room any 
Book, Map, Manuscript, or other article belonging to the library, or 
to write or make any marks npon the same. 

Readers desirons of proposing Books for addition to the Library, ox 
of making any suggestion as to its management, may do so by writing 
the same in a Suggestion Book, which is regularly submitted to the 
Committee for consideration. 

No person will be admitted to the Library who is intoxicated, or 
in a dirty condition ; nor will any conversation be permitted in the 
nxMD. 

No person is allowed to pass within the enclosure, except by 
special permission of the Librarian. 

Persons under fourteen years of age are not admitted to the Refe- 
rence Library, except for special purposes to be determined by the 
Librarian. 

The costly Illustrated Works are issued only on written applica- 
tion to the Committee. 
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X 



BORROWER'S CARD. Front, 



Free Libraries. 



Branch (or Central) Library 



Not Transferable. 

No. 

The Bearer 



of 



is entitled to borrow Books. 



Chief Librarian. 
.__,186 . 



BORROWER'S CARD. *Bach. 



Free Libraries. 



Regulations of the Lbndhvo Depabtbibmt. 



No Book can be issued without the presentation of this Ticket. 

Books lost or injured, while in the possession of Borrowers, 
must be replaced, or the amount chargeable for their loss or 
injury, must be paid by the Borrowers or their Guarantors. 

Borrowers detaining Books beyond the time allowed for read- 
ing, will be fined One Penny for the whole or any portion of the 
first week, and One Penny for each week or pcnrtion of a week 
afterwards. 

All Books borrowed from the Library must be returned on or 
before the Last Tuesday in June and December respec- 
tively, on pain of losing the privilege of borrowing in future. 

Any person returning a Book without taking out another at 
the same time, must leave the Library Ticket with the Librarian 
until another Book is taken. 

The Lending Departments are open for the delivery and return 
of Books from Ten o'clock in the Morning until Nine o'clock in 
the Evening. 

By order, 
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EEFBKBNCE LIBEAET. 
BOOK RETURNED. 
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THE ATTENTION OF BOOK-BUYERS 

IS ESPECIALLY DIRECTED TO 

THE UNRIVALLKD STOCK 

OF 

HENEY SOTHEEAN & CO., 

OF 136, STKAND, 
(LATE WILIiIS AND SOTHBBAN,) 

WHO HAVE ALWAYS ON SALE, AT VERY MODERATE PRICES, 

Clje Jiupt ma ^est CflllettiflE d "^mh, 

BOTH NEW AND SECOND-HAND, IN ENGLAND. 



^^•N^*^ ^~^ . 



V -V >■ "V * . -VS. -s. V. » 



*** Their Stock, consisting of upwards of 200,000 VOLUMES, 
includes the FINEST and most IMPORTANT WORKS, in every class of 
Literature, Science and the Fine Arts, chiefly second-hand, and in the 
best Library condition ; also the largest collection of STA NBA RD 
WORKS, and the choicest NEW BOOKS, suitable for the Library or 
Tresentation, in every variety of Bindings, and much lower in price than 
usually charged. 

Their MONTHLY CATALOGUE of SECOND-HAND BOOKS, con- 
taining a large assemblage of Ancient and Modern Works, County His- 
tories, etc. and including Books, many both curious and rare, is sent 
post free, for 12 months, for Three Shillings. 
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